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Taking a step back 
from gadgets, widgets, 
platforms, and products, 
how can the citizen 
experience be transformed 
through a truly “smart” 
community strategy? 

Can we get to a place where the city of 2030 
is not bogged down by tech, but rather, 
seamlessly connected with a focus on 
community engagement and empowerment? 
What do residents really need to improve 
their quality of life? Where are the gaps 
and how can urban services be delivered 
equitably across the city? What public 
private partnerships will be key to enable 
these transformations? Citizens can be 
empowered by more than their mobile 
devices as smart lighting integrates with 
intelligent traffic systems, microgrids 
provide improved resiliency, digital kiosks 
become wifi hotspots, and augmented reality 
replaces static signage for wayfinding.

These ideas are becoming reality as cities 
and campuses transform their communities 
for a more sustainable, safe, and efficient 
future.
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Maria is the Chief Information Officer for the City of 
Sacramento. She has over 25 years of extensive experience in 
public and private sector IT. She has a proven track record of 
leading technology programs, strategy development, business 
process management, advanced analytics, cloud computing, 
governance, execution, and implementing organizational trans-
formational initiatives. 

A dynamic high performing leader successful in implementing 
‘game-changing’ innovative technology solutions across or-
ganizations. Maria is known for building strong partnerships 
with executives, operational business units, private partners, 
and the community. She has a long history of public service 
and local government experience and has led many important 
transformational initiatives. Including leading the city in digital 
citizen engagement, smart cities implementations, operational 
transformation, transparency and accountability, workforce 
excellence, and enterprise Digital Strategy development and 
execution.
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Co-Founder
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@GordonFeller

Gordon Feller is the Co-Founder of Meeting of the Minds, a 
global thought leadership network and knowledge sharing 
platform focused on the future of sustainable cities, innovation 
and technology. As a consultant, he advises well-established 
organizations (non-profits and private companies) and start-
ups. He serves on five corporate Boards and four non-profit 
Boards, as well as one Federal Advisory Committee for the 
US Secretary of Energy. From 2010- 2016, Feller was the 
Director of Urban Innovation at Cisco Systems headquarters 
in Silicon Valley where he served in an executive capacity 
within the company’s programs focused on cities. He has also 
served as a consultant to Cisco focused on Internet of Things 
and Talent. Prior to joining Cisco, Feller was the CEO of Urban 
Age Institute, an international non-profit research and training 
organization which began inside the World Bank and spun off 
in 2001.
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As a Solutions Strategist for Verizon’s Innovation Center, 
Lauren showcases Verizon thought leadership and innovation 
to Fortune 500 executives, strategic partners, and academic in-
stitutions on a daily basis, transitioning their image of Verizon 
as a telecoms giant to tech leader, and ultimately strategic 
partner for the digital connected world. 

Lauren’s past experience includes Director of Smart Cities for 

ReadWrite, where she rebuilt and implemented several new 
programs and strategic partnership initiatives that engage 
fortune 500 companies, startups, and government to build 
smarter more sustainable cities and industrial IoT environ-
ments. Lauren has a history of taking on complex projects from 
completing Vitamin D and cancer research in three major in-
stitutions globally, to rebuilding the clinical research landscape 
for Boston Scientific in New York City, to finally launching 
revolutionary subcutaneous implantable defibrillator (S-ICD) 
technology across the entire North East. Lauren’s passion is 
building strategic partnerships and solutions for the connected 
world.

Verizon Innovation Centers

For more than 100 years, Verizon has been at the center of the 
communications revolution. Today, Verizon is a global tech-
nology leader delivering the promise of the digital world.

Through strategic acquisitions and internal investment in 
network, IoT, mobility, security, and big data analytics, Verizon 
is uniquely positioned to help organizations navigate the path 
towards digital transformation. Our platform based solutions 
are created to remove the complexities of a fragmented tech-
nology landscape and built to deliver positive business out-
comes at scale for our customers and partners. 

In this sense, we innovate differently. We focus outward, 
building the foundation of technology necessary to support 
our partners and customers. We enable them to accelerate 
adoption of new technologies, identify trends, and build better 
products to position themselves as leaders in their own indus-
tries. 

Verizon’s Innovation Centers, co-located with our Innovation 
Labs in Boston and San Francisco, attract the top leaders and 
key decision-makers charged with transforming the way their 
companies do business. We provide a forum for our executives, 
industry experts, and thought leaders to share vision and form 
deeper strategic partnerships. 

Meeting of the Minds

Meeting of the Minds is an international thought leadership 
network and platform for knowledge-exchange based in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. We bring together urban sustain-
ability and technology leaders to share best practices and 
build lasting alliances. Our strategy centers around fostering 
person -to-person and city-to-city learning by spotlighting 
projects and practitioners working on urban solutions through 
digital and in-person events. These include workshops, round-
tables, meetups, annual summit, print magazine, monthly 
webinars, blog, online courses and event archives.

At Meeting of the Minds, leaders from multiple sectors and 
diverse geographies share ideas and work together to shape a 
common agenda. 

More information is at MeetingoftheMinds.org.


